
SOCIAL SECURITY NUMBER, PUBLIC INSURANCE – BASIC INFORMATION 

Students with a Hungarian governmental scholarship 

 

Students with a Hungarian governmental scholarship are entitled to enjoy health care services 

(point i) of section (1) of paragraph 16 of the Act 53/1997 on the Eligibility for Social Security 

Benefits and Private Pensions and the Funding for These Services) and they are entitled to have a 

social security card (’TAJ card’). 

With the ’TAJ card’ (the card for Hungary’s national health insurance scheme), scholarship 

holders are publicly ensured and they are able to access public healthcare for free, not just 

emergency or urgent care. 

 

 

ENTITLEMENT 

As a Stipendium Hungaricum scholarship holder, you are entitled to have a social security 

identifier and TAJ card (national health insurance). 

 

 

HOW TO REQUEST THE TAJ CARD? 

Stipendium Hungaricum scholarship holders can request the public health insurance card (TAJ 

card) with the help of the International Relations Office. 

Step 1.   Provide your passport, VISA, residence permit and accommodation 

reporting sheet to the colleague of IRO, who shall make a copy of them. 

Step 2.   After the reception of an e-mail from the colleague of the IRO telling your 

social security ID request form is ready to be signed, visit the International Office (A/4, 1st floor, 

rooms 105 and 106) during office hours. 

Step 3.   By the time you receive another e-mail from the colleague of IRO 

informing you about the fact that your TAJ card is ready, visit the International Office again for 

the reception of your card. 

 

 

What to do if the TAJ card expires? 

If the TAJ card expires, scholarship holders need to return the old TAJ card and they need to 

request a new TAJ card - if they are still eligible for a TAJ card. Please request a new TAJ card by 

re-doing steps 1-3 again and submitting your old TAJ card to the IRO. Requesting a new TAJ card 

is completely free of charge.  



 

 

What to do if the TAJ card is lost? 

If the TAJ card is lost, scholarship holders need to request a new TAJ card - if they are still 

eligible for a TAJ card. Please request a new TAJ card by…: 

Step 1.   Provide your passport, VISA, residence permit and accommodation 

reporting sheet to the colleague of IRO, who shall make a copy of them. 

Step 2.   After the reception of an e-mail from the colleague of the IRO telling your 

social security ID request form is ready to be signed, visit the International Office (A/4, 1st floor, 

rooms 105 and 106) during office hours. 

Step 3.   You will be provided with a cheque from the colleague of IRO, which you 

have to fill in and visit the post office to pay 3000 HUF administrational fee. After paying the 

amount, submit the payment receipt to the colleague of IRO for making a copy. 

Step 4.  By the time, you receive another e-mail from the colleague of IRO 

informing you about the fact that your TAJ card is ready and to visit the International Office 

again for the reception of your card. 

 

 

HEALTHCARE IN HUNGARY 

Before you ask for a treatment, please always ask if you can use your TAJ card for the service. If 

you need help and would like to visit the doctor, please contact your local, Hungarian-speaking 

mentor who can help you with finding a doctor. 

In case of emergency, do not hesitate to visit a medical emergency service (’ügyelet’). In urgent 

cases, you will receive the medical teatment. Until you receive your TAJ card, in case of 

emergency, always take your Letter of Award with yourself (scholarship holders), a certificate 

of student status and your passport and residence permit with the accommodation 

reporting sheet. 

 

 

What to do if you feel sick? 

If you feel sick and would like to see a doctor, you should visit the general practicioner in student 

dormitory E/4 (ground floor), who can examine you, prescribe medicines for you and if your 

case is more specific, the GP shall redirect you to a specialist – available most probably in a 

public hospital. 

In urgent and serious cases, call 104 or 112 for an ambulance. 

 


